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SPORTS 


TOP NEWS 


DEPUTIES 
AMBUSHED 
IN DENVER 


Gunman fires more 
than 100 rounds, 
killing a lawman 
and injuring others 
before dying. A3 


Case will test 
voting policy 
Ohio’s process of 
purging inactive 
voters heads to 
Supreme Court. A3 


Trying to save 
O’Keeffe’s art 
Museum turns to 
science in effort to 
keep painter’s col- 
ors vibrant. A2 


Plenty tired 

of ‘fake news’ 
The annual list of 
tiresome words 
we'd like to ban. A2 


LOCAL NEWS 


Allina restricts 
hospital guests 
Steps taken to pro- 
tect staff, patients 
from infection in 
flu season. A5 


Minn. drivers 
slip a notch 
Survey says best 
drivers are in Iowa; 
we fall to the No. 2 
spot. A5 


Icy air perfect 
for an igloo 
Families work in 
frigid weather 

to build colorful 
shack of ice. A5 


SPORTS 


Wolves outrun 
Pacers 107-90 
Minn. builds on 
early 17-0 lead to 
easily run over 
Indiana. C11 


U women fall 
to Nebraska 
Run of home wins 
ends with 79-74 
Big Ten loss. C10 


BUSINESS 


Farm census 

is underway 
Federal data will 
document changes 
in all sectors of 
agriculture. D1 


VARIETY 


No magic cure 
for hangover 
Did you overdo it 
ringing in the New 
Year? Tips may help 
you feel better. E1 


HAVE YOU 
HEARD? 


“The Last Jedi” was 
the top-grossing 
film for 2017, with 
“Beauty and the 
Beast” just a scruffy 
hair behind it. A2 


X 


ON TO THE PLAYOFFS 


M , With win Sunday, Vikings earn first-round bye 


Fans embrace cold 
to cheer on team 


MINNESOTA 


2° -7° 


A good start to the year 
— back above zero. A10 


Clinics left without safety net 


Minnesota centers that treat the uninsured 
face expiring funds, proposed federal cuts. 


By GLENN HOWATT 
glenn.howatt@startribune.com 


Nearly 70 of Minnesota’s 
safety net medical clinics, with 
thousands of patients, face an 
uncertain future because Con- 
gress has failed to reauthorize 
their federal funding, leav- 
ing them unable to fill doctor 
vacancies or plan out services 
for the year. 


The program brought 
$27 million to Minnesota, 
supporting free or affordable 
care for more than 50,000 
patients who lack health insur- 
ance. Before Congress left for 
the holiday break, and three 
months after the program’s 
funding expired, lawmakers 
did authorize a 90-day exten- 
sion, but they were unable to 
reach a permanent fix even 


50K $27M 
Uninsured Federal grant 
patients dollars at 
using clinics stake 


though the program enjoys 
bipartisan support. 

Clinics say the temporary 
extension prevents them from 
making big decisions at a time 
when demand for their ser- 
vices could increase because of 
recent changes to the Afford- 
able Care Act and proposed 
cutbacks to the Medicaid pro- 
gram for the poor. 


“It hasn’t changed my long- 
term anxieties any,” said Kristi 
Halvarson, executive director 
of Community Health Service, 
based in Moorhead. 

The clinic would take a 60 
percent funding hit if its $2.5 
million grant is not renewed, 
endangering care for the 85 
percent of its patients who are 
uninsured. Most are migrant 
or seasonal farmworkers who 
get care at four clinics, a sea- 
sonal site and two mobile clin- 
ics. They are often the only 

See CLINICS on A7 > 
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A shimmery, shivery end to 2017 


Steam rose off Lake Superior in Duluth as the sun rose on the last day of the year. The Arctic 


wave in Minnesota is predicted to end soon (see A10), but that’s not good news for everyone. 


A family of igloo-builders in Minneapolis thinks this weather is just right (see A5). 


Cargill 

cuts ties 
with oil 
supplier 


Guatemalan firm has been 
accused of environmental 
and human rights abuses. 


By MIKE HUGHLETT 
mike.hughlett@startribune.com 


Cargill has suspended busi- 
ness with a major Guatemalan 
palm oil supplier that has been 
accused of human rights viola- 
tions and environmental degra- 
dation, an uncommon move by 
the agribusiness giant. 

Minnetonka-based Cargill is 
one of the world’s largest trad- 
ers of palm oil, which is used in 
all sorts of food from cookies to 
cakes and ice cream, as well as 
in cosmetics. 

Some palm oil plantations 
have long been dogged by com- 
plaints of deforestation and at 
times, human rights abuses. So 
Cargill and other companies in 
the palm oil industry — prod- 
ded by environmental and 
human rights activists — have 
set up “sustainability” codes for 
their suppliers. 

In late November, Car- 
gill suspended business with 
Reforestadora de Palmas del 
Petén S.A. (REPSA), saying it 
would not enter any new pur- 
chase contracts until the Gua- 
temalan company can meet 
the “requirements of our sus- 
tainable palm oil policy,” said 
a Cargill review laying out the 
decision. 

Within the past two weeks, 
another palm oil industry giant, 
Singapore-based Wilmar Inter- 
national, says it has “put on 
hold” purchases from REPSA. 

Cargill’s suspension of busi- 
ness with REPSA sends an 
important signal to the palm oil 
industry, said Jeff Conant, senior 
international forests program 
director for Friends ofthe Earth, 
one of several environmental 

See CARGILL on A7 > 


Rouhani 
tries to calm 
Iran’s unrest 


He told President Trump to 
keep his tweets to himself. 


By MARTIN FACKLER 
New York Times 


After four days of rare pro- 
tests in Iran, President Hassan 
Rouhanitried to calm the nation 
Sunday, saying that people had 
the right to protest and acknowl- 
edging public worries over the 
economy and corruption. 

“We are a free nation, and 
based on the constitution and 
citizenship rights, people are 
completely free to express their 
criticism and even their pro- 
test,” Rouhani said, according 
to the state-run PressTV. 

He exhorted Iranians not 
to resort to violence after 
reports of protesters attacking 
banks and municipal buildings, 
including a local government 
building in Tehran. 

The protests are the first 
major demonstrations in Iran 
since 2009, when people took 
to the streets to challenge the 
results of a presidential election 
that kept a hard-liner in power 
and was widely regarded as 
fraudulent. Rouhani, a moderate, 

See IRAN on A4> 


St. Paul’s mayor yet. 


Melvin Carter is busy — and he isn’t even 


He starts answering e-mails before dawn. 
He meets with members of St. Paul Mayor 
Chris Coleman’s outgoing administration. 
He weighs staffing decisions for the may- 
or’s office and candidates vying to lead city 
departments. He attends news conferences 
and ribbon-cuttings. And with just days 
left before he takes office, he’s preparing 
to launch an ambitious policy agenda and 
make major changes to how the mayor’s 
office interacts with the people it serves. 


Melvin Carter says he’s ready 
to create change in St. Paul 


Story by EMMA NELSON ° Photo by JERRY HOLT ° Star Tribune staff 


It’s a daunting task, but the mayor-elect 


is more excited than anxious. 


“The work ahead of us is huge,” Carter 
said on a recent Monday morning at City 
Hall, where his transition team has set up a 
makeshift office. “The focus for me is say- 
ing, ‘I don’t have to do that work by myself?” 

Carter will become the city’s first new 
mayor in 12 years at a swearing-in ceremony 
Tuesday at Central High School, his alma 
mater and a site that highlights his commu- 
nity connections. His inauguration comes 


See CARTER on A7> 


New deal for 
college loans 
put to test 


Students repay based on 
earnings after graduation. 


By MAURA LERNER 
maura.lerner@startribune.com 


At first glance, Baou Lee 
admits, the offer seemed too 
good to be true. 

Asasenior at Gustavus Adol- 
phus College, she was familiar 
with student loans. Then she 
heard about a new program, 
starting fall semester, that 
would let her borrow thousands 
of dollars — at no interest. 

Instead of taking out astudent 
loan, Lee signed an agreement to 
pay a percentage of her future 
income, for 12 years, in exchange 
for the money to finish school. 

Lee is one of 15 Minnesotans 
taking part in a pilot project, co- 
sponsored by the nonprofit Col- 
lege Possible, offering so-called 
“income share agreements” as an 
alternative way to pay for college. 

Under this model, Lee’s 
monthly payments will depend 
on how much money she earns 
after graduation. If it’s less than 
$20,000 a year, she pays nothing. 
After that, the more she makes, 
the more she pays. 

See PROGRAM on A7 > 
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